NEWSLETTER
February 2020

Harlow Carr Gardens. The Bramall Learning Centre will
be the venue for the Civic Society’s Away Day event to
be held on 14 March. See page 2 for more information.

n 30 January this year, a new Government Report,
Living with Beauty, was published by the Building
Better, Building Beautiful Commission led by the late
Sir Roger Scruton and Nicholas Boyes Smith. It echoes
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The report is blunt. It says: ‘At present we are in a vicious
circle of unpopular and unsustainable new development,
often in the wrong place, an instinctive opposition to new
housing in practice (whatever people say in principle), and a
political debate about development and planning which, at its
simplistic worst, has been unable to break out of a false
polarity of either ‘blaming developers’ or ‘blaming planners.’

It criticises the poor standard of many developments and calls
for a renaissance in civic pride and a greater involvement of
Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1

Committee News

communities in local plans and planning applications.
Their proposals seek ‘long-term investment in which

Peter Brown is stepping down from the Civic

the values that matter to people – beauty, community,

Society committee after twelve years’ service.

history, landscape – are safeguarded. Hence places,

He joined the committee in 2008 after being

not units; high streets, not glass bottles; local design

approached by the then chairman Lilian Mina and

codes, not faceless architecture that could be

became membership secretary in 2009. Peter

anywhere.’

took over the role of treasurer in 2010, which he
has carried out ever since, maintaining a rigorous

The report goes on to talk about ‘the enormous social

control of the finances of the Society . His role as

cost of ugliness, as well as the way in which beautiful

membership secretary was taken over by Chris

urban textures contribute not only to the well-being of

Holland in 2017. We have much appreciated his

those who live and work in them, but also to a massive

wisdom and good humour and his invaluable

uplift in economic value.’ It has much to say on the

service to the Society in so many ways and wish

dangers of car dependent developments and the

him and Christine health and happiness in the

problems that creates for our environment.

years to come. Thank you, Peter.

At the same time, a report from Place Alliance http://
placealliance.org.uk/research/national-housing-audit/
looked at 142 housing projects across England and
found that new housing design is ‘overwhelmingly
mediocre or poor’, that better design ‘can be afforded
but we don’t do it’ and that both residents and
communities ‘see a negative impact from unduly car
and roads dominated environments’.
The Civic Society movement has been calling for a

Civic Society Away Day

more community-engaged design process to put more
democracy into the planning system. We are

As described in November’s newsletter, we

encouraged that Harrogate’s vision for the future (see

will be meeting at the Bramall Learning

page 9) includes some recognition of this but it will

Centre, Harlow Carr on 14 March to discuss

take a step change in government policies to make

plans and ideas for the future direction of the

real progress, and this is where both reports are

Civic Society. At this event, the committee

primarily targeted.

will be joined by several other members who
are keen to contribute to the discussion. We

David Siddans

are delighted that Kevin Trickett MBE

Editor

(pictured below) has agreed to facilitate the
day’s activities. Kevin is the enthusiastic
Chairman of the Yorkshire and Humber
Association of Civic Societies (YHACS) and
brings extensive experience in project
management and group
mentoring.

If you have any ideas or
suggestions, do please let
us know by email before
14 March.
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Festive Gathering - 8 Dec 2019

Quiz! Where is this?
(clue: see article on page 4)

Fifty members, and most of the committee, enjoyed an
afternoon at the Club. Tea, coffee (and wine) flowed,
and the room buzzed with lively conversation. We
enjoyed a short talk from Harry Satloka (of Harrogate
Free Walking Tours, hearing about how his career in
hospitality led him to begin the tours (which are enjoying
great success both with visitors and locals).
https://www.freewalkingtourharrogate.com
Our Vice Chairmen Susan Amaku and Stuart Holland
And this? (see article on page 15)

briefly updated us on HCS plans for 2020, and were also
pleased to hear suggestions from members about talks
and visits.
Please continue to let us have your ideas for events
(talks, outings or socials), suggestions to
events@harrogatecivicsociety.org would be very
welcome. Your hard-working committee endeavours to
put together a varied and interesting programme, but
knowing what our members want makes that a much
easier job.

Angela Fahy

‘Thinking Place’
Harrogate Borough Council recently employed the
services of a specialist consultancy advising Local
Authorities in planning for the future of their towns
and districts.
The consultancy ‘Thinking Place’ carried out a wideranging survey speaking to a varied selection of

Society with regard to Harrogate’s future.

stakeholders. Our Civic Society was amongst those

The Senior Development Officer of Thinking Place gave

interviewed.

us some 90 minutes to outline how crucial retaining and

This survey will be presented to the Council,

enhancing our rich heritage is to us all.

incorporating the views expressed on the future

Along with all the other contributors, their

development of Harrogate District and will then

recommendations will be presented to the Council and

recommend a course of action.

then our Society early next month.

One of our established committee members was able

We will give a full report in the next newsletter.

to outline the thoughts and ambitions of the Civic

Granville Simpson
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Planning Review

Henry Pankhust’s quarterly
round-up of plans and applications
and a new block of six apartments, three with two

Larger Housing Sites

bedrooms and three with one bedroom would be built,

Although an allocation in the Draft Local Plan (H23),

plus a pair of three-bedroom semi-detached houses.

the site at Kingsley Road/Kingsley Drive for 170

This scheme would be more neighbour-friendly than

dwellings is considerably more intensive than the

the industrial premises, especially in respect of

indicative yield of 140 dwellings. Nevertheless it is

vehicle movements.

recommended for approval. A decision is also awaited
for another application in this area, which is for 244

The large house at 80 Cornwall Road (Pineheath)

dwellings. The application for demolition of a care

that was home to the Bomanji family is in a very sorry

home and replacement with 19 houses at Woodfield

state, having been unoccupied and boarded up for

House (off Skipton Road) and the one for conversion

several years. In its latter days of occupation. I

from a nursing home to 12 self-contained flats at 56-57

suspect very little maintenance was carried out, but

Harlow Moor Drive have not been determined either.

now it has been left to deteriorate further. Ingress of

This latter application dates back to June last year.

water caused by loss of roof lead, with no temporary
repair, has caused damage. All the interiors appear to
have been gutted. The Council did try to get English
Heritage (now Historic England) to list it. Despite its
unusual character, historic features, internal fittings
(all gone now I believe) and the family history, listing
was declined. However, the Conservation Area
Character Appraisal lists Pineheath as a building of
‘Local Interest and Merit’. The site contains a
chauffeur’s cottage and a pair of semi-detached
houses that would have been occupied by servants.

Anchor Road

At Anchor Road, which is near Kingsley Drive, the
premises of D.J. Circuits Ltd. are proposed to be
redeveloped as a housing site. This light industrial unit
is said to be redundant. A suitable housing
development would sit better in this residential area.
The proposal consists of converting the main building,
which was once a laundry, into six two-bedroom
apartments. A later extension would be demolished

Pineheath

An application has recently been submitted to

Signs and Shopfronts

demolish almost all of the building and build a block of

On page 8 Henry has written an article on the
guidance the Planning Authority has in order to
determine applications for signs and
advertisements. This replaces the usual overview
of such applications that we previously dealt with
in this column.

16 apartments. The plans include large areas of car
parking and a block of eight apartments in part of the
garden area, which is given the address ‘Land to the
East of 43 Rutland Drive’. The block of eight
apartments plus a garage block for six cars and
parking for ten more, plus hard surfaces, seemed far
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too intensive a development for the plot, destroying the

A new application has come in for the small coach

spacious character of Pineheath and the Duchy

house to the rear of 13-15 Cheltenham Parade. The

conservation area. Some of the recently replanted

previous application was to convert it to a very

trees would need to be moved to accommodate the

cramped two-bedroom dwelling including a small

block of apartments.

extension on stilts. This application was withdrawn.

In total then, 24 apartments were proposed along with
a garage block for six cars and 38 other parking
places. However, following the submission of our
comments to the Planning Officer, we were pleased to
receive the notification, just a few days ago, that these
applications have now been refused.
We responded to an application for St George’s Sports
and Social Club. The proposal is for demolition and
replacement with a smaller building which would

Oxford Street

principally provide a dance hall, plus a separate block
of 14 flats. The social club is no longer operational but

It is now proposed to convert the coach house to a

the Council would usually expect a community facility

one-bedroom dwelling, which must be an

to be retained in some form. Perhaps the modest

improvement, but it still provides a poor standard of

dance hall will suffice. A block of flats on the brownfield

amenity. It is right up to the narrow back road behind

site would make beneficial use of the land. The overall

the Halifax Bank and the design of the extension on

scheme seemed satisfactory but we commented on a

stilts is poor. There is a car parking space

few details.

underneath, but this belongs to another property.

Other Applications
The applicant of a flat at 38 Victoria Avenue, which
used to be the Christian Science Church, is not giving
up. An application for a balcony/terrace, which was
refused twice, is now subject to an appeal.
With some amendments, proposals for extensions at
St George’s Sports and Social Club

122 Duchy Road have been approved. The original
application included a two-storey extension on the
right, single-storey extensions front and rear and a

Smaller Housing Sites

large double garage at the rear with a single-storey

The shop that was the Early Learning Centre at 28

link extension. Other smaller changes were included.

Oxford Street has got permission for change of use of

Two modest garages are to be demolished, one on

the upper floors to residential use. We are pleased that

the right and one at the rear. 122 Duchy Road is

the application was amended from four apartments to

listed in the Conservation Area Appraisal as a

two. The four apartments were far too cramped. Now

building of local interest and merit. Our main concern

that the space is divided into two apartments, the

was the over intensive use of the small rear garden,

accommodation has been reduced from nine

which would at one time have been much larger and

bedrooms to six – much better!

more appropriate to the property. The front garden
remains large and, it is hoped, will not be damaged.
Before consent was given, useful amendments were
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made. The two-storey extension became single-storey,

location overlooking the Stray. The application has

the garage block reduced in size a little (although still

been refused.

two-storey) and brought slightly further away from the
neighbour’s boundary and the link extension was

Perhaps you remember the dreadful destruction of

reduced in width. The single-storey front extension

hedgerow by Persimmon Homes on Penny Pot Lane.

came less far forwards but was changed to two

With this in mind I thought I should look at an

storeys. These were all welcome improvements but

application for tree works on the site, which is known

the fact remains that there will be hardly any soft

as King Edwin Park. The tree works are along the

landscaping at the rear because the buildings and

boundary with the Queen Ethelburga’s Estate and are

driveway will cover almost all of it.

to facilitate the installation of mains drainage. Most of
the trees are protected by a tree preservation order

The large and handsome house at 18 Ripon Road has

(TPO). What is sought is consent mainly for trimming

a coach house behind which, like many, is occupied as

of overhanging branches to give clearance for

a separate dwelling. The access is from Coppice

machinery. The Council’s arboricultural officer

Drive. Changes to the conservatory that faces Coppice

requested very specific and detailed descriptions of

Drive were out of character and hefty timber gates

the work that is intended. Whether or not history was

were proposed along with other small alterations.

in his mind I could not say! Much of the work is

After discussions between the case officer and the

indeed of a minor nature but whether it is necessary

conservation and design officer some amendments

to fell a group of hawthorn and ash trees I would

were made, mainly a better design for what was the

question. These trees link across to the remainder of

conservatory and that there should be no gates. We

the hedgerow that was not destroyed. Felling of these

had suggested traditional metal gates instead of

trees has been allowed but much of the proposed

timber, but ‘no gates’ is a reasonable compromise!

pruning work has not.

New windows are applied for at the maisonette (first
and second floors) at 36 York Place. Plastic window
frames have improved over the years and close
replicas can often look reasonable replacements for
timber ones on historic buildings. We remarked that
timber would be better in this very conspicuous

People sometimes ask if planning permission is
required to change window frames. Usually the

Penny Pot Lane

answer is no, even in the conservation area. An
application would only be required if it concerned
a listed building or a block of flats, but not for a

The property at 2 Park Road known as ‘Dunorlan’ is

single dwelling. It is possible, however, to have an

converted into flats and an external lift shaft has been

‘Article 4 Direction’ which can provide additional

applied for. There is already an approved application

specific planning restrictions in a conservation

for such a lift shaft, the design of which was improved

area. Harrogate has three of these to my

before approval. We were pleased with the result

knowledge which are that exterior masonry should

which also included dismantling a fire escape. The

not be painted, Stray-facing roofs (visible from the

current proposal is not as good. This property, which

Stray) should not have solar panels and premises

faces Trinity Methodist Church is another building

on Victoria Avenue that are in office use may not

classed as a building of local interest and merit in the

be converted to residential use (even if that was

Conservation Area Character Appraisal..

their original use).
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Planning Review continued…...

Proposed Extension to Harrogate Spring Water
Henry Pankhurst and
Susan Amaku report:
here is a contentious
proposal by Harrogate Spring
Water on Harlow Moor Road to
increase the area on which they
operate. In May 2017
permission was given in outline
for the bottling factory to extend their premises

for a variation to a condition on this consent to

westwards, into Rotary Wood. The tree planting

increase the area of development. This would result

commenced in 2005 to commemorate the Centenary

in an even greater loss of trees, leaving comparatively

of the Rotary Club. The planting was funded by the

little of Rotary Wood.

Rotary Club and 70 species of trees were planted up

The application contains minimal information and

to 2010, on land owned by Harrogate Borough

does not provide any justification for the increased

Council. The many trees were planted by Rotarians,

footprint, details of the building or proposed mitigation

volunteers from the Army Foundation College and

– relating to both the loss of ‘publicly accessible land’

others, including children. It now forms part of the

or tree planting, In addition to local groups such as

Pinewoods and the woodland was fortunate enough to

the Rotary Club and the PCG, the Council ecologist

be awarded Asset of Community Value (ACV) status,

and arboriculturist have also expressed concerns

following a nomination from the Pinewoods

about the scheme. We live in an age when the

Conservation Group (PCG). The site lies within the

environment, ecology and grappling with climate

Special Landscape Area (SLA) of the Pinewoods and

change are of the utmost importance. The PCG are

Valley Gardens.

very concerned about the loss of a greater part of this

We supported the original application for the bottling

Asset of Community Value and have started a

plan in 1999, as we recognised both the historic

fundraising campaign to help with legal advice.

importance of the Harrogate Spring Water and the

Whilst we recognise the contribution that HSW make
to the economy of Harrogate, as both an employer

‘We live in an age when the environment,
ecology and grappling with climate
change are of the utmost importance.’

and promoting the ‘Harrogate brand’, we are
concerned about this further incursion of built form
into this special landscape area. We have met with
the applicant to discuss the application and requested

potential economic benefits to the town. However, as

further information about the design of the building

successive applications came forward to extend the

and proposed mitigation to enable us to formulate our

plant further into the SLA we expressed our concerns

formal consultation response to the application.

and we strongly objected to the 2016 outline planning
application (approved by the Council in 2017 but not

The Civic Society are staying in close contact with the

implemented).

PCG, who have also requested more detailed
information. At the time of writing (15 February) we

Development of the area associated with the 2017

have not received any further information and in the

outline consent would result in the loss of a significant

absence of this information, it is likely that we will

proportion of the woodland. The current application is

object to this application. ◼
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Henry Pankhust explains the
Rules and Regulations

Advertisements and Signs

consent would always be required.

When you see advertisements and signs that you feel
sit uncomfortably in their locations or applications for
such, these guidelines may help you to decide whether

The Harrogate District is privileged to have an additional

or not to write to the Council, either to the planning

means of advertisement control that extends over the

enforcement officers or under an application reference.

whole District except for the towns of Harrogate and
Knaresborough. This is the designation of an Area of

Planning decisions on advertisements and signs are

Special Control of Advertisements (ASCA) which

guided by several documents. The National Planning

enables the Planning Authority to apply stricter control

Policy Framework (NPPF) has little to say on the

over advertisements of any type, thus protecting the

subject apart from pointing out that poorly sited and

countryside and villages from excesses.

designed advertisements can have a negative impact.

A sign that could be acceptable in itself will sometimes

Planning decisions for advertisements are made taking
account only of amenity and safety and not the desires
of the applicant or commercial consideration.
Advertisements in conservation areas and affecting
listed buildings may, for instance, not be allowed to
conform to a company’s corporate style. The Draft
Local Plan which is at an advanced stage towards
adoption, does not have a specific advertisements
policy although they are covered by Policy HP3 - Local
Distinctiveness. In the Proposed Modifications of July
2019, an addition was proposed regarding the positive
contribution that traditional shop fronts make to our
town centres, so this must have a bearing on any signs

be refused because of its relationship with others,

attached to them. One of the Council’s supplementary

leading to ‘advertisement clutter’. Advertisements and

design guides is the Shop Fronts Design Guide which

signs need a separate application, even when part of a

includes advice on advertisements, including

new shopfront or other application.

illuminated signs. Internally illuminated box signs and
You may be disappointed that none of the above applies

fascias will usually be refused permission in Harrogate.

to road signs, which are under the control of the highway
In 2007 the Government published a document titled

authority. On the other hand, if signs interfere or

‘Outdoor advertisements and signs: a guide for

potentially interfere with official road signs by obscuring

advertisers’. This gives details of advertisements that

them, or constitute a distraction, permission would be

would normally be permitted and is an easy read, partly

refused on safety grounds.◼

because a large proportion comprises illustrations.
Advertisements outside of these guidelines would need

If you see distasteful applications or advertise-

planning consent. Advertisements that normally come

ments without approval, do make your views

under the heading of Permitted Development could

known to the Council. Few advertisement appli-

sometimes need planning consent in a conservation

cations are commented on by the general public.

area or affecting a listed building. If illumination or

Keep our town free of overlarge, garish or ugly

movement is involved or for poster sites, then specific

signs and advertisements !
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A talk by Cllrs Richard Cooper and
Graham Swift, 30 January 2020

Harrogate 2024
Society members were invited to a presentation in

selling of capital assets.

the Civic Offices Council Chamber to hear about

He then spoke about the development of a ‘destination

the Council’s Harrogate 2024 plan. Councillor

strategy’, and an ‘events strategy’ to support the

Cooper began by welcoming us and looking

hospitality and retail sector in the district. He noted that

forward to building on existing relationships with

some past events (such as the Tour de Yorkshire and

HCS and other local organisations.

UCI) were ones that were perhaps too focused on one

Councillor Swift explained that 2024 will be the 50

th

kind of tourism, and that a broader range is necessary so

anniversary of the Borough Council being

that events were embraced by residents and visitors

established. Harrogate 2024 contains plans under

alike.

four broad headings: Sustainability (in the

‘Sustainability will be built by investing
capital in important projects, such as
the Harrogate railway station area ,
Ripon swimming pool and the revamp
of Harrogate International Convention
Centre.’

economic sense), Digital, Destination, and
Commercialisation. He focused on Sustainability
and Destination. Sustainability will be built by
investing capital in important projects, such as the
Harrogate railway station area (in collaboration with
the private landowners ), Ripon swimming pool
(with associated income-generating gym), and the
revamp of Harrogate International Convention

Questions from those attending included ⚫ the extent of

Centre. Investment has also been made in Council-

house building without enough improvement in

owned assets like Conyngham Hall (modern offices

infrastructure, ⚫how HBC can encourage more energy

for rent) and Springfield House (start-up offices).

efficient house-building and more affordable housing,

These investments are possible through the money

⚫the need for HBC to work more with local voluntary

saved by rationalising Council offices, and the

heritage organisations, ⚫holding
appropriate events in places like

2024 Programme

Valley Gardens - but not ones
that cause damage!
The message from Councillors

Place

Transformation

“Ambition for the District to ‘build on our
heritage to be a progressive and vibrant
place to live, work and visit’

“Ambition for the Council to be ‘one council
that is customer focused, commercially
driven and fit for the future’.

Swift and Cooper was a desire to
communicate more with local
organisations and residents, and
to work together (though there
will always be differences of
opinions) to ‘build on our heritage

Sustainable
Harrogate

Destination
Harrogate

Commercial
Harrogate

Digital
Harrogate

to be a progressive and vibrant
place to live, work and visit’.

Angela Fahy
Slide used to illustrate the talk
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Crescent Gardens — Update
The sale of the former municipal offices in Crescent
Gardens to Impala Estates Ltd has now been
completed. Impala Estates is a family-run
investment company whose head office is in a Grade
II listed building on Granby Road, Harrogate.
We were pleased to note that the sale only included
the building and parking areas and therefore hope
that the road in front of the building will remain open
for use by the public. Their proposal is to refurbish

element of access to the building for public benefit and

the building to ‘create office space on flexible lease

enjoyment. This vision was shared with James Hartley

terms, with meeting rooms, kitchens, showers and

of Impala Estates prior to submission of their bid.

events spaces’.

We look forward to an ongoing dialogue with the new

Prior to the sale of the building, the Society prepared

owner as they develop their proposals for the building

and promoted a vision for the creation of a Cultural

and hope that consideration will be given to the

Quarter centred on the former offices and Crescent

incorporation of some of our ideas to enable community

Gardens, a key aspect of which was to maintain an

use and public access to key parts of the building.
Susan Amaku

Heritage Open Days
‘HIDDEN NATURE’ is the theme of this year’s
Heritage Open Days which will run from 11th to 20th
September.
The Civic Society will be busy liaising with regular
venues but also looking for new ones.

Further information is available at

One or two Guided Walks have been suggested –
following some of our Plaque Trails. These could fit
in well with the theme ‘Hidden Nature’.

www.heritageopendays.org.uk
If you would like to learn more, just reply to
HODS@harrogatecivicsociety.org

We are looking for people to get involved with
organising the event locally. This will involve liaising
with venues, uploading information to the HOD’s
website and generally supporting the event. A
training course for local organisers is taking place in
York on 31 March.

Stuart Holland
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Plaques Update
Stuart Holland writes:

an easy-to-follow format with a pictorial map and clues to
help learn about this important aspect of the history of

Our new web site www.harrogateplaques.org

the town.

continues to be popular with a steady number of new

Malcolm Neesam has been working with us by

‘hits’ each week.

researching information on a few new plaques. The first

A small subgroup, including Chris Dicken (web site

looks set to be unveiled towards the end of April and is

author), Harry Satloka (Harrogate Walking Tours) and

to commemorate the Hungarian artist, Jean Georges

Val Michie (leaflet distributor) has been meeting over

Simon (1894—1968), who lived in Ramsgill and then

the winter to develop a child friendly plaque walking

Harrogate for many years. More about this in our next

trail suitable for families. The trail will be centred on

Newsletter.◼

the Spa history of the town and will cover plaques
around Crescent Gardens, the Pump Room Museum,
Mercer Gallery through to Valley Gardens. It will be in

We are looking for someone to help with art
work for our ‘families’ project, ideally an
illustrator used to children’s publications. If you
can help, or know someone with such talents,
please drop an email to
info@harrogatecivicsociety.org or telephone
Jean Georges Simon: Still life of apples

07973 472060

An example of one of the items in the gallery on the website.. There are 85* plaques similarly listed in the Harrogate Town area
See https://www.harrogateplaques.org/plaques-gallery

*as at December 2019
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Working towards a Zero Carbon Legacy
The Civic Society invited Zero Carbon
Harrogate to contribute an article for this
newsletter on this critically important issue.

Bushfires burning out of control, violent storms devastating communities, animal species struggling to survive - something you see on the television and read in
the newspapers but too far away to worry us here in

That has involved working collaboratively and apolit-

Harrogate. Or is it?

ically with as many partners as possible; speaking
with key decision makers to bring about change in

Climate change is no respecter of region, its impact

existing organisations and running public engage-

will be felt everywhere, even in the relative tranquillity

ment events and activities to help individuals recog-

of the Harrogate District. Carbon emissions from hu-

nise the part they need to play.

man activity, past and present, are causing our cli-

From the very beginning the approach taken has

mate to change through global warming. Urgent and

been one of advocacy rather than activism, focusing

unprecedented changes are needed by everyone,

on finding the right balance between personal life-

whether they live in Bilton or Bombay, if we are to

style change, business engagement and local gov-

limit the environmental, economic and social upheav-

ernment intervention to facilitate and support the

al associated with climate change.

changes required.
Whether limiting our energy consumption, adapting

Annual carbon emissions per person in the Harrogate

to a new diet or planting more trees, the protection,

District are above the national average, with emis-

preservation and enhancement of Harrogate must

sions from agriculture and transport being major con-

lie in the actions of those who live here, if we are to

tributors.

find truly sustainable solutions to the climate emer-

Addressing the climate emergency means making

gency we face. ◼

changes to the way we live. The good news is that
these changes can also bring benefits.
By limiting our carbon emissions and becoming a net
zero carbon district, we can reduce pollution, create a
cleaner, safer environment, improve our health and
mental wellbeing, increase social interaction, protect
nature and allow biodiversity to flourish. What a legacy that would be!
With this in mind Zero Carbon Harrogate was formed
some three years ago by a group of concerned individuals, living in the Harrogate District, with the aim of
raising awareness of the threat posed by climate

Members of Zero Carbon Harrogate at a tree-planting event

change and encouraging action in order to preserve
and even enhance the quality of life for future generations.
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Mike Hine—A Tribute
We were very sorry to learn of the death of Mike Hine
who was a very long standing and active member of
our Society. Around 300 people attended his funeral at
Christ Church on 6 January. The eulogy was written
and delivered by Malcolm Neesam, who has kindly
given us permission to use it to help with the many
facts and facets of his life. Malcolm enjoyed a 40-year
friendship with, as he describes him, ‘the wonderful
human being that was Mike Hine’.
Mike’s work prior to retirement was as Tourism Officer
for the Council, for which he was so well suited
because of his passion for all things Harrogate. In

Mike in action with his project to clean and paint wellheads.
Valley Gardens, July 2019

retirement a great deal of his time was taken up with
ideas for and promotion of the town.

decided on was to paint a number of wellhead covers

His activities, interests and support for the Civic Society

light blue and label them with the type of water beneath.

have been of huge benefit to us. He lived in Starbeck

To Mike, all efforts to promote our town and highlight its

and devoted much time to enhancements such as the

history were worthwhile. He went a lot further (literally)

locomotive wheel entrance signs and ornamental railing

than that, though. He travelled to towns in Australia and

for the Starbeck War Memorial. Starbeck in Bloom was

Canada with the name Harrogate, which we believe was

another of his passions.

much appreciated by the inhabitants of these places.

Mike was a trustee of the Royal Hall Restoration Trust,

Another of his abiding interests was theatrical life in

with which we were associated especially when the late

Harrogate, which included the Empire Theatre (where

Lilian Mina was our chairman. Mike was at the forefront

Cardamom Black is now situated), the Harrogate

in producing a CD that consisted of 21 songs and

Theatre and of course the Royal Hall.

instrumental pieces all with ‘Harrogate’ in their titles.
Where did he find them and who else could or would

Mike continued his zeal for Harrogate from his work into

have done? These pieces date from 1798-2000. The

a very active retirement and this has been a great

profits from the sale of the CD went towards the

benefit to the town and to the Civic Society. Only weeks

restoration of the Royal Hall. Several of the songs had

before Christmas when he became ill, he was attending

words written by Cumberland Clark that appear in the

Civic Society meetings on our brown plaques project.

Harrogate Songbook of 1926. A show about the life of
Cumberland Clark was performed in 1983 in the

Mike also had time for interests that were not wholly

Lounge Hall (now a Wetherspoons Pub). Mike had a

Harrogate-based, but here we have concentrated largely

particular interest in this forgotten writer.

on those that coincide with the Civic Society. He was
always keen to share his ideas and hopes for our town

Recently he put much thought and effort into finding a

and we shall always be grateful. ◼

community-friendly reuse of the old Crescent Gardens
Council Offices. He was keen to expand this into a
‘cultural quarter’, an idea that the Civic Society took up

Michael David Hine, 8 July 1941—12 December 2019

and has promoted. A recent practical step Mike
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Our Next Civic Society Events

Please reserve places in advance by email to:
events@harrogatecivicsociety.org or phone 07740 584449
If you are subsequently unable to attend please let us know,
as we often have a waiting list.

Andrew Carnegie: a Most Generous Scot
Tuesday 31 March
Last year was the 100th anniversary of the death of Andrew
Carnegie, one the greatest philanthropists in history. He helped fund
over 2800 libraries throughout the world, including two in North
Yorkshire: Harrogate and Skipton. Last year Harrogate Library won
Cost: £5 per person
Inc refreshments

the award as Library of the Year. The talk will be a personal reflection by Councillor Jim
Clark, a fellow Scot, on the impact Andrew Carnegie had on Harrogate, North Yorkshire
and the wider world.

Tour of the British Library, Boston Spa
Thursday 21 May
The British Library is the national library of the United
Kingdom, with a collection of over 170 million items, which
includes artefacts from every age of written civilisation.
Boston Spa holds around 70% of the national collection and it
is the home of the UK national newspaper collection.
The visit will include a brief history of The British Library and
then a tour of the site to see its vast collection and the work
undertaken in Boston Spa to conserve books and to find out how the books are stored, accessed and delivered.
Please note that the site is very large and the visit will involve a lot of walking between the different buildings, with
some areas that can only be accessed by several flights of stairs (approx. 55 steps). Numbers are limited to 20 and
for security reasons, full names and car registrations will need to be provided to the library in advance. No charge

20 Park Parade and the work of Bernard Evans RI RBA
Thursday 25 June

Bernard Evans:
Goldsborough Church

Bernard Walter Evans RI RBA (1843—1922) was a prolific
landscape painter in water-colour, with several of his works
in the Mercer Gallery. From 1890 – 1912, he lived at 20
Park Parade, where he also had his studio.
Following the talk by Malcolm Neesam last year in the
drawing room, many expressed an interest in the history of
the house, which is a Grade II listed building. Justin Kitson,
the owner, will be giving a short history of the house, along
with a talk about Bernard Evans with particular reference to
some of the paintings in his personal collection.
Please note that numbers for this event are limited to 30 and the event will take place on the first floor (with access
by stairs only). Cost: £5 per person including refreshments
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News from the Yorkshire and Humber
Association of Civic Societies
20th Anniversary Lunch, York
On 23 November last year, the Yorkshire and
Humber Association of Civic Societies (YHACS)
celebrated its 20th anniversary at an event in the
Principal Hotel York attended by the Lord Mayor of
York, Councillor Janet Looker and some 80 guests
from Civic Societies and Trusts around the region
including representatives from Harrogate Civic
Society. Chair of YHACS, Kevin Trickett MBE
hosted the proceedings and an excellent threecourse lunch was followed by a fascinating talk by

largest privately owned residence in the UK. She

Sarah McLeod, the Chief Executive of the

described how, following the acquisition in 2017, the Trust

Wentworth Woodhouse Preservation Trust.

set about the enormous challenge of restoring the decaying

She talked about the challenges faced in

fabric of the house and grounds to protect the site for future

protecting, operating and regenerating this Grade

generations to enjoy. We now look forward to the 25th

1 listed country house, acknowledged as the

anniversary!

Annual General Meeting. Harrogate
The Cedar Court Hotel, Harrogate, was the venue for
the Annual General Meeting of YHACS on 25 January
2020.
Our Civic Society was represented at a dinner on the
Friday evening and on Saturday morning Chris Dicken
gave a live demonstration of the new plaques website
Professor Rick Battarbee FRS giving his talk on
‘one planet living’

(www.harrogateplaques.org) before leading a group to
see some of the High Harrogate plaques.
During the afternoon we heard talks from:
⚫ Professor Rick Battarbee (UCL) on the implications of global
warming on the planet’s ecosystem and more locally on the work
being done by the Addingham Civic Society.
⚫ Jemima Parker from Zero Carbon Harrogate on how our local
area can become zero carbon. (see the article on page 12)
⚫ Joan Humble, Chair of Civic Voice, on the parliamentary work
that the Civic Movement is engaged in.
This is always a great event for exchanging ideas and inspiration

The audience during the afternoon presentations

from societies across Yorkshire and the Humber.

15

Forthcoming Events
A summary of Civic Society events over the coming months ……...
Tuesday

Andrew Carnegie: A Most Generous Scot

Harrogate Library

see page 14

31 March

A talk by Jim Clark on the Scottish

Victoria Avenue

for details

7.30 pm

industrialist and philanthropist

Thursday

Tour of the British Library

The British Library

see page 14

21 May

Boston Spa

for details

10.30 - 12.00

nr Wetherby

Thursday

20 Park Parade and Bernard Evans RI RBA

25 June

A talk by Justin Kitson

20 Park Parade

see page 14
for details

7.30 pm

Future planned events (see the next newsletter for further details)
Harrogate Theatre
Behind the scenes tour

Valley Gardens
Tour and talk by Friends of Valley Gardens

How to tackle the climate emergency
A talk by Zero Carbon Harrogate

How to contact us by email:
General matters

info@harrogatecivicsociety.org

Membership queries

membership@harrogatecivicsociety.org

Events (queries or booking)

events@harrogatecivicsociety.org

Heritage Open Days

hods@harrogatecivicsociety.org

The HCS Newsletter is
supplied free to our
members four times a
year—in February, May,
August and November.

Published by Harrogate Civic Society

Web Site: www.harrogatecivicsociety.org

Registered Charity no. 501055

Plaques web site: www.harrogateplaques.org
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