“Let me welcome all local residents, and visitors from near and far, to Harrogate’s annual festival of heritage,
community and history. As Mayor, nothing gives me more pleasure than seeing Harrogate put on a great
show!
I'm delighted that, once again, so many of our finest heritage buildings, organisations and sites have opened
their doors to the public, for free, as part of the national Heritage Open Days festival. What better way for
them to display such impressive aspects of Harrogate’s long, fascinating and ever-changing culture and
history - including some “hidden secrets” that we rarely get a chance to see.
I’m especially thrilled to see that in 2022, after two years of tough restrictions,
Harrogate has a bumper programme of events to offer across the ten days, and I want
to thank all participants, especially the many volunteers, for joining in and being Heritage
Ambassadors for our great town and borough.
I think we can all be proud that Harrogate has so much intriguing heritage to show off,
and I hope you will enjoy the places you visit as much as I will.”
Councillor Victoria Oldham, Mayor of the Borough of Harrogate

Check full event details at: harrogatecivicsociety.org/events

A Walk around
New Park

New Park Primary Academy,
HG1 3HF

Tuesday 13 and Friday
16, 2:00pm

A walk around the industrial and
working-class suburb of New
Park. It looks at the area as it is
today and with photographs of
how it was in the past. The area
was developed as an industrial
suburb from the 1840s. It had
the town's gas and electricity
works, plus quarries and an
industrial laundry, with workers’
housing, a pub, shops,
chapels, a school and
an institute. It became
a thriving community.
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“This year’s Heritage Open Days programme in Harrogate is the most varied and
interesting for some years. No fewer than 23 different events, with a fascinating mix
of the town’s historical, cultural, civic and religious sites to explore.

A Walk on the
Duchy estate

A Walk on
Valley Drive

Saturday 17, 2:00pm

Saturday 10, 2:00pm

Valley Gardens, HG1 2RY

This walk explores the Duchy
estate, a beautiful development
of the late Victorian and
Edwardian years.
The walk will look at some of
the lovely houses built on the
estate and three important public
buildings: the former Grand
Hotel, Harrogate Ladies College
and St Wilfrid's Church.
Meet at the entrance to the
Valley Gardens opposite the
Royal Pump Room Museum.
Free-ticketed on
Eventbrite
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Valley Gardens, HG1 2RY
A walk along elegant Valley Drive
overlooking the beautiful Valley
Gardens, built in the mid-1890s
and home to hotels, boarding
houses, apartments and private
residences. The walk looks at
the history of this elegant street
and gives details of residents and
visitors to this famous spa town.
It begins near the entrance to
the Gardens and the Royal Pump
Room Museum, progressing
along to the newly restored
King Edward VII gates.
Free-ticketed on
Eventbrite
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While Harrogate Civic Society has for many years helped to coordinate participation
by local venues, all the hard work is done by the volunteers who open the doors, host
the tours, answer visitors’ questions, and not infrequently pour the teas and coffees.
They all deserve our thanks.
I am also grateful to Harrogate Spring Water for so kindly supporting the production of this year’s brochure.
If your Heritage Open Days visits encourage you to take an even deeper interest in Harrogate’s history - and
its present and future - do consider joining the Harrogate Civic Society, where you will find a group
dedicated to sharing the history of our town. If you are not already a member, why not join now.
https://www.harrogatecivicsociety.org/join-us.”
Stuart Holland, Chair, Harrogate Civic Society

Grove House

Harlow Hill Tower
(Observatory)

Skipton Road, HG1 4LA

Friday 16, 11:30am to 4:00pm
Visit the house and grounds of this Grade II listed
building, the former home and workplace of
Samson Fox, Harrogate's famous engineering
inventor, benefactor, and mayor. It has since
been used as a school, hospital, orphanage, and
convalescent home, and will soon be converted
into a care village by Springfield Healthcare, its
current owners. There will be a short tour of
parts of the house, hosted by local
historian and author Paul Jennings.
Open access to the grounds.
Tour free-ticketed on Eventbrite
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Tower House, Nursery Lane, HG2 0AZ

Sat 10 and Sun 11, 10am to 5pm

Climb the steps to the top of Harlow Tower.
Look out over Harrogate using a pair of naval
binoculars. An added attraction is a Foucault's
Pendulum. The tower was built in 1829 for the
very purpose of looking out from the top. There
is evidence that it was used as an astronomical
observatory. It certainly was an observatory
in the 1960s. No limit on numbers but
only 20 people at a time on the roof,
controlled by a system of tokens.
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Check full event details at: harrogatecivicsociety.org/events

Harrogate Baptist
Church

Harrogate Borough
Council Civic Centre

Saturday 10, 10am to 3pm

Saturday 17, various times

Victoria Avenue, HG1 5RD

Christ Church

Church Square, HG1 4SW

Friday 9, Monday 12, Wednesday 14
and Friday 16, various times
Visit the town's oldest permanent church, dating from
1831 with galleries and an east end added in a more
elaborate style in the 1860s. The church is home to a
thriving congregation and, along with the attached
Parish Centre that was added in 1988, is an important
focus of community activities. An organ recital and
talk will be given by local organist Adrian
Selway on Wednesday 14 (only) at 12pm,
and the church will also open on three
mornings during the festival.
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CWGC Stonefall
Cemetery Tours
Wetherby Road, HG3 1DE

Saturday 10, Thursday 15, Saturday
17, Sunday 18, various times
With over 1000 Commonwealth War Graves,
Stonefall Cemetery is one of the largest CWGC
sites in the North of England. Join us for a walk to
learn about the work of the CWGC and the stories
of some of those buried at Stonefall.
The starting point for the tour is in
front of the Crematorium.
Free-ticketed on Eventbrite
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St Luke’s Avenue, HG1 2AE

A hosted or self-guided tour of this impressive
Grade II listed church, with special viewing of the
unique baptistry. Explore this 1882 church,
designed by William Peachey in the decorated
style of Gothic architecture, including the original
organ installed in 1884, wall-plaques from World
War II, fantastic stained glass windows, and
some Robert 'mouseman' Thompson
furniture. A specially produced
information leaflet will be available.
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The Civic Centre, home to Harrogate Borough
Council, is opening its doors for the final time
ahead of its merger into the new unitary
authority. First opened in 2018, learn about the
building process and the history of the Knapping
Mount site, and sit in the circular council
chamber. This is a unique opportunity to
visit and have a guided tour of the heart
of Harrogate’s democracy, and to view
the extensive collection of civic silver.
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Check full event details at: harrogatecivicsociety.org/events

Harrogate Library

Events timetable at a glance ….

Harrogate Theatre
Tours

Victoria Avenue, HG1 1EG

Monday 12 and Friday 16,
10:30am to 12:00pm

Oxford Street, HG1 1QF

A talk about the history and activities of the
library, including an opportunity to view local
historic maps, photographs and other treasures
that are not normally on show.
Following a short break there will be a look at
what the library offers the community in 2022,
and an optional tour of the building will
also be available.
Free-ticketing on Eventbrite,
or by email or phone

Heritage Open Days in Harrogate 2022
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Friday 16, various times
Join us as we open up access to one of
Harrogate’s cultural gems. Go onstage, backstage
and even above the stage as we tell you about
our past, present and future. Our free one-hour
tour is led by a knowledgable guide, and you will
be shown the main auditorium, experience the
view from the stage, see dressing rooms
and the fly floor. Access by stairs only.
Free-ticketing by email or phone
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Heritage Plaques of
Harrogate Walk
Crescent Gardens, HG1 2RT
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Sunday 11, 10:00am

The Brown Heritage Plaques of Harrogate form a
fascinating collection of people and places that
have made the celebrated spa town. This is a
tour of some selected examples. The route will
be around the town centre Civic area, stopping
at each plaque to look at who or what it
commemorates, highlighting some of
the businesses and people that made
the town.
Free-ticketed on Eventbrite

Harrogate Civic Society was established in 1971,
part of the nationwide Civic Society movement,
committed to celebrating the
town’s architectural and social
history, to contributing to
discussions about how the
town is developed, and to
ensuring that Harrogate both
retains the best of its historic
character and embraces
the future.
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Knaresborough Castle
and Museum

New Park Heritage
Centre

Friday 16, 10am to 4pm

Sunday 18, 2pm to 5pm

Castle Yard, Knaresborough, HG5 8AS

It may seem peaceful now, but Knaresborough
Castle was once a mighty stronghold of medieval
kings. On your visit, take in the awe-inspiring
views and then discover the dungeon, ancient
graffiti and the King's Chamber. Inside the
museum you'll find tales of local characters
including Blind Jack, Guy Fawkes and
Mother Shipton. You'll also find the rare,
original Tudor court room where
suspected criminals faced public trail.
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New Park School, Skipton Road, HG1 3HF
The Centre traces the history of this Harrogate
neighbourhood, with artefacts and photographs,
from the earliest times of its development as an
industrial suburb in the 1840s through to the
present day. New Park became an industrial
working-class suburb, built around the gasworks,
electricity works, quarries and later a
commercial laundry. Housing for the
workers was developed along with
shops, chapels, a school and an institute.
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Check full event details at: harrogatecivicsociety.org/events

Check full event details at: harrogatecivicsociety.org/events

Old Magnesia

Well Pump Room
Valley Gardens, HG1 2SZ

Saturday 17 and
Sunday 18, 10am to 3pm
The Pump Room is a listed
building designed by architect
John Stead in 1858 to serve
magnesia water to Harrogate spa
visitors. Unloved, forgotten and
overgrown until the restoration
by the Friends of Valley Gardens
started in 2011, inside there is
now a working recreation of the
pump and an exhibition of the
history of Valley Gardens,
together with a restored
Peat Garden and
rockery adjacent to
the Well.
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Events are subject
to last-minute
changes, so check
on the Harrogate
Civic Society
website for
the latest
information

St Wilfrid’s
Church

Royal Pump
Room Museum

Duchy Road, HG1 2EY

Crown Place, HG1 2RY

Explore St Wilfrid's church, the
town's only Grade I listed
building and the largest parish
church in the area. Designed by
Temple Moore, consecrated in
1914, and completed in 1936, the
church will have its treasures on
display, including historic
vestments, and arts and crafts
silver and metal work. Church
tours, and Tower tours, at
various times. Refreshments in
the gorgeous 1936 parish
hall.

Explore Harrogate’s fascinating
spa history, see the original 1842
pump room, and discover the
story of Europe's strongest
sulphur water. See Ancient
Egyptian treasures from the Kent
Collection. Harrogate is famous
for its wealthy and distinguished
visitors, but the lives of the
workers who sustained the town
are less well-known. Our current
exhibition tells their stories, and
Dr Paul Jennings will give two
talks during the day.

Pre-booking for
tower tours

Talk free-ticketed
on Eventbrite

Saturday 17, 10 to 3pm
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Friday 9, 10am to 4pm
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Rudding Park, Private
Chapel

St Robert’s

Catholic Church
Robert Street, HG1 1HP

Saturday 10, 11am to
3pm
See and learn about the stunning
interior of this Grade II listed
church, and listen to the splendid
church organ. Our Lady
Immaculate & St Robert's
Catholic Church dates back to
1873. Tour the church and view
displays. Paul Parker, a longserving parishioner, will be on
hand to answer your questions.
Michael Walters will be playing
the 1899 William Hill organ
between 11:30 and
12:30, and he church
will be open until 3pm.
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Check full event details at:
harrogatecivicsociety.org/
events

Rudding Park Hotel, Follifoot, HG3 1JH

Sunday 11, 2pm; Wednesday 14, 10am
This private chapel is listed by Nikolaus Pevsner
in his book, Buildings of England, Yorkshire, The
West Riding. Built in 1874, 50 years after
Rudding House was completed, it is the size of
many a parish church. Designed by A E Purdie, it
has spectacular masonry and polished Aberdeen
granite columns, a mortuary chapel with a
pentagonal roof, and an elaborate
reredos. Groups of angels with musical
instruments support the chancel arch.
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St Mark’s Church
Leeds Road, HG2 8AY

Thursday 15, 9:30am
Grade II listed parish church with a modernised
interior and impressive stained glass windows.
Built in 1898 by John Oldrid Scott, with a mid20th century west end. Refurbished in 1997 with
an opulent interior. Notable rose window and
alabaster reredos. There will be a short guided
tour at 0930, an unguided prayer walk around the
gardens, and leaflets explaining the pictures
depicted in the beautiful east stained glass
window. Refreshments will be available
from 1030. Visitors are very welcome
to stay to join Holy Communion at 1100.
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Wesley Chapel
Oxford Street, HG1 1PP

Sat 17, 11am to 4pm,
Sun 18, 12pm to 4pm
Explore this large, neo-classical,
Grade II listed Methodist chapel
Dating from 1862 and built in the
classical meeting house style.
Recently completely re-furbished
and re-seated. Its organ is over a
century old, and the chapel is
frequently used as a concert
venue by world-renowned
pianists. An exhibition on
Saturday of the heritage of
Wesley, with musical interludes
on the piano or organ. The
harvest service is at 10:30
on Sunday, and the
chapel will remain open
for visitors until 4pm.
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The Harrogate
Club

The Royal Hall
Guided Tour

Saturday 17, 11am

Tues 13 and Wed 14,
various times

Victoria Avenue, HG1 5PR

The club was founded in 1857 on
Devonshire Place and moved to
its present, custom-built
premises in 1886. The building is
a double bow-fronted Victorian
house containing much original
furnishing and decoration. The
billiards room was once used by
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Sir
Titus Salt. The building was
extensively redecorated in 2020
with displays of portraits from
the Borough Council's collection.
Guided tour.
Tour booking by
phone to the club
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Ripon Road, HG1 2SY

A guided tour of the Grade II*
listed Royal Hall, designated as
one of architect Frank Matcham's
greatest achievements. Learn
about Harrogate's Glittering
Palace of Gold and why the
building was needed during the
heyday of the spa popularity.
Marvel at the gold leaf and lapis
lazuli ceiling, while standing on
the original sprung dance floor.
Hear about the £10.7m
restoration in 2006/7.
Tour booking by
email or at website
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PROUD
TO SUPPORT

A partner of your life moments since 1571

