May 2008 lors to “show some back-
bone” and stay with the
Theatre in its hour of need.

supporter of the heritage

both Harrogate anldAs we all know, the Theatfe
Knaresborough, and fougf] survived and has gone onlto
many battles to save thpbe an indispensable part |of
two towns she loved froff Harrogate’s cultural life evdr
damaging developmenf{since. Lilian’s action wgs
In Knaresborough, she Wlll typical of her - if sh¢
be remembered particlbelieved in something, hpr
larly for her opposition t§l commitment was total.  She
developments proposed ||was never one to run at the

the Conyngham Hall ar|qfirst whiff of gunpowder!
Mother  Shipton’s Ca

areas that would have hH Lilian was a person of visiof,
very adverse effects on tfjand she felt great  regfet
Long Walk and the herj{that the Civic Society’

tage of the town. In bolfefforts to persuade the

cases she had to take |{ Council to convert the Royhl
powerful commercial an Baths into a centre of Spa

political interests and wg{excellence fell on deaf eajs.
As I'm sure you know, the|lsuccessful in maintainirld She regarded the decision|to
Society’'s Chairman, Liliajythese outstanding placdconvert the Royal Baths info
Mina MBE, lost her six montf]for the future enjoyment ¢f& number of bars was a major
battle with cancer and pasgqgenerations of Knaresbo mistake and one that woyld
away on 22nd April. ans. come back to haunt Us.
History will be the judge.

o

Lilian had been a member [{Lilian was a passion
the Harrogate and Knaresb|supporter of the arts, af| i
ough Civic Societies frofflshe served as a Cou
almost the day in 1982 wh¢lmember on Harrogal

she came to live in Norfl Theatre's Board
Yorkshire. She had bef Trustees at a time in 19
Chairman of our own Sociefjwhen the Theatre was
since 1996 - a post she h¢{dire financial troublé
until her death some twely{When the Council’s solic}
years later. tor advised the Board|

- .. .Jlcouncillors that they cou _
Lilian served as a distrig be persona"y liable for t A regUIar Newsletter with the

Councillor from 1987 to 199 Theatre’s debts. thd{normal planning and othfr
and Chalred_ the Area 3 PI prompﬂy resigned, - ai news will be pUb“Shed atla
tr;:n?t.Commlgﬁe for mL:cChl except Lilian who callefflater date.

at ime. € was afeanytupon her fellow councit Howard Hughes

Because of Lilian’s death, the

AGM scheduled fof
1Thursday 22nd May has begen
postponed until  Thursdgy
26th June. Details are shoyvn
on pages 3 and 4.
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orchestra with Michael Roll playin

on the Tuesday evening, the moy

On Sunday 27th April, the Royal Hal
finally opened its doors to the public wit

gJoanna David as they re-enacted

Royal Hall Restoration Trust. Schumann and Johannes Brahms as

letters.

This historic re-opening of Harrogate’
Grade II* listed kursaal was marked b ) )
glittering Inaugural Gala Concert performegSince the openingthere have been a ser
by the Halle Orchestra followed by a grangOf other highly successful events and a

ers of the restoration project. The evening/onday.
was hosted by Trust President, Edward

ilian Mina, who devoted the last seV
years of her life to first saving and th
restoring the Royal Hall. ~ Without Lilia

Yorkshire, and Lady Crathorne; Barongs
Morris of Yarbury; Lord and Lady Hare-
wood; Dame Liz Forgan DBE, Chair of th
Heritage Lottery Fund,; Dame Fann
Waterman DBE, Vice-President of
Trust; Dame Janet Baker CH DBE; Lad
Solti; Joanna David; the Mayor a ) )
Mayoress of Harrogate; the Mayors Wales said “she was a national treasure
Mayoresses of Borougbridge, KnareshorHiarrogate and the whole country owe
ough, Pateley Bridge and Ripon and hithe most enormous debt of gratitude.”

Willis MP.

decaying building and this priceless par
our local and national heritage would h
been lost forever. As the Prince

It was just such a shamethat she did ng

The following two nights saw outstanding | live to see the final fruition of her stupe
performances by the Manchester CamaratdoUs achievement.

Howard Hughes

series of three events organised by |th@oignant story of Robert and Clara

Fox OBE . Among those attending wereNone of this would have been possib

g

Beethoven’s Emperor Piano Concerto and,

ng

“Beloved Clara” starring Edward Fox anhd

the

ex-

pressed through their music, diaries and
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the Royal Hall would now be a derelict,
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

THURSDAY 26th JUNE 2008

7.30pm at Grants Hotel

AGENDA

Apologies for absence

Minutes of the last AGM

Matters arising from the Minutes

Secretary’s Report

Planning Report

Treasurer’'s Report

Election of Committee Officers and Members
Any other business

ONOORALONE

Light refreshments will be served

After the meeting, Malcolm Neesam will give an dtcated talk:

“Harrogate’s greatest sons”



